
 

Appendix C: Longtown Partnership working 

Taken from: News & Star article 18th December 2020 

Longtown's foodbank replaced by 
affordable food hub 

  

CHANGES have been announced for Longtown's foodbank, which has been 

replaced by an affordable food hub.  

Coordinator Karen Johnson has said the Pop-up Pantry, based on Esk Street, is now 

up and running. Customers who register and pay £3.50 a week and can chose a 

total of 12 products at below supermarket prices. There is also free fruit and veg. 

The service is for those who are struggling due to being furloughed, unemployment, 

on a low income, or otherwise having difficulty buying food. The hub is run by 

volunteers and alongside another scheme in Botcherby. 

The foodbank however will be retained for those who've been referred by agencies 

like Social Services. Karen said: "We've started the Pop-Up Pantry because things 

have moved on now from the lockdowns and we are looking at giving people 

independence. "We are now going for the 'hand-up' rather than the 'hand-out'." 

In October the Cumberland News reported that the project had been awarded 

£7,000 of Defra funding, through Cumbria County Council’s area committee. 

Coronavirus support group Longtown is on Facebook 

 

 

  



 

Longtown CAP       

Summary 
Longtown CAP was established in September 2018 in response to issues in the area 
relating to youth anti-social behaviour, underage drinking, failed test purchases and 
proxy sales.  Longtown CAP is part of a UK-wide initiative to tackle alcohol-related harm 
to young people and improve the quality of life for residents; further information can be 
found at www.communityalcoholpartnerships.co.uk 

 

 
 
CAP partners and resident and young people surveys identified there was a lack of 
provision of positive activities for young people at the area. In addition, there were no 
targeted youth services in the area. 
 

KEY FINDINGS from 2019 pilot  
The CAP has achieved success in each of the objectives it has set itself. Notable 
achievements include: 
• All licensed premises operating robust challenge 25 policies 
• A prosecution for proxy purchase in the area 
• £8500 funding obtained for targeted youth provision 
• Significant reductions in reports to the police of Anti- Social behaviour in the area 
• Refurbishment of a room at the community centre for use by young people 
• New provision of positive activities for young people in the area 
• Reductions in consumption of alcohol by young people on a weekly and monthly basis 

 

Next steps for 2020/21 project  
• Longtown CAP group re-established and coordinated by Cumbria Police with Community 

development team, City Council, Cadets, Riverside Housing, local Councillors, Family Action, 

NHS, CADAS, Longtown Community Centre, local shops. 

• Secure funding for second phase of project 

• Delivery partner to run Young Health Champions Course  

• Increase engagement with parents regarding underage drinking with targeted campaigns 

with William Howard School, community centre and other partners 

• When lockdown restrictions are lifted, support development of local provision of positive 

activities for children and young people, especially in school holidays. 

Longtown CAP evaluation report 2019 – is available from Community Development Team 

http://www.communityalcoholpartnerships.co.uk/

